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Twelve Days of Holidays 
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Day #1: Do-It-Yourself Gift-Giving


How often do you buy things that you could in fact make yourself with little extra effort? Taking the initiative to make a gift yourself allows you to really tailor it to the person to whom you are giving the gift and also work your creative juices to come up with something really special and original. Taking a do-it-yourself approach to holiday gift giving can be very rewarding, lighter on your pocket book and also, an added thoughtful touch that will not go unnoticed by friends and love ones. 


A few do-it-yourself gift-giving ideas:





Photo Albums, Calendars and Scrapbooks


With photos having gone digital in the past few years, we rarely take the time to print off pictures and arrange them into albums like we used to. Select a bunch of favourite images for a friend or family member and put them into a beautiful album or scrapbook. Alternatively, choose 12 pictures and have them put into a calendar. Add captions, dates and any funny tidbits you have to go along with the pictures. You could even take some nice pictures yourself and give it to them as a themed collection. Pictures are priceless, a great conversation starter and a lovely way to reminisce over the holidays!





Sewing/Knitting


Not everyone knows how to sew or knit but it’s really not hard to learn the basics. If you know how already, great! If not, ask a friend or family member to teach you. Knit someone a hat or scarf, as these are fairly simple projects. You can choose yarn of their favourite colour and have the perfect gift in no time. Also consider sewing a little something such as satin pillowcases to match their room or a simple blanket made out of cozy, soft material. It will seem like such a thoughtful gift yet cost very little and require minimal time and effort.





Christmas Baskets


For a simple little something, you could put together a homemade dish of goodies on a beautiful plate or festive cookie tin to bring over to someone’s house. Alternatively, to be even more original, get an inexpensive basket, a roll of cellophane and ribbon. Put in the contents you wish. A candle, coffee beans, some chocolate or fancy cheese, festive-looking mug… etc. and wrap it up. These baskets go for a lot of money in-store but you can do-it-yourself including a lot more specialty items for a lot less.
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